If  rHTTTW  M/tWIN  residing  at  2.,  Kensington  Gate,  W.8.  in  tho 


County  of  Lonaoni  England,  Dike  oath  and  say  that  tho  attached  photostatic 
copy  of  the  stat'oicent  or;titi.ed  Japanese  in  Hongkong,  January  to  July  194^i 
given  by  mo  for  use  in  oviionoo  in  tho  xrial  of  mnjor  \rar  criminals  for  tU 
mtornational  Militoiy  ihi'.Vn’na?  for  the  Fk.r  East  no\.'  sitting  in  Tokyo,  anC 
that  8»j~h  statement  is  l.i,  all  respects  t^'oe  to  tho  best  of  my  Icnov/ledge 


and  belief 


SHORN  by  the  snid  UKHt  ) 

ZR-ff  JN  TN  ai  ,  ) 

OlouTeaxor  Road,  Couth  )  fsignod)  ijarj^  Ktuin  llartin 
Kenai:igton  the  )  i 

County  of  l/jndoa  this  ,  ) 

29th  day  of  April,  1947.) 

Bof 0.  0  mo. 


(Signed)  gdnin  Vf  JjBac.h 

.  Ccnaussionor  for  Oaths 
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Japanese  in  Hongkong,  January  to  July,  1942, 


Ucs'  A,  JiMartin 


"  .iO  J&panese  I  mc;'  in  Hongkong  during  the  months  ny  husband  and 

I  were  pri Minors  there  wore  all  >'ovoi,;a  lyUtxoo  or  Consular  mon  and  it 

«  • 

•was  thanks  to  thoi.r  ’-ixe  ar.d  p'^ott-ction  vhi  t  wo  received  the  very  special 

troutmout  wo  did,  and  wore  u-.-vor  at  uny  •‘■•in.-,  in  the  hands  cf  the  Amy  or 

the  G^ndanerio,  Ihey  took  ''or"  gooil  cars  \/o  did  not. 

My  husband,  At  thur  j.M'ccin,  wus  >;rit.i8n  Consul  General  in  Ohungking 

and  wo  had  gone  to  rgkong  on  sick  leave  in  Hovonibor,  1941#  v/horo  ho 

hod  an  operation  early  in  Docoubor,  a,  the  Quoen  Mary  Hospital,  He 

was  getting  bn  excellently  v/oll,  but  t-.o  attack  of  tho  JapQDoso  of  Hor;;kor 

was  followed  by  a  corploto  brook  .uivn  of  cost  sot"  ices;  no  food,  no  ■ 

modlcinos,  a  practical  broukdowa  in  so  r/iony  dirsctlons  including  morole,' 

that  chances  for  survival  for  any  except  tho  most  fit  oad  hai'dy  wore  slig. 

end  my  husband  died  on  tho  7th  of  April,  1942. 

IXiTing  thoso  months,  from  January  until  th-j  ond  of  juno,  v/hen  I 

was  allowod  to  leave  H.Mgkong  on  tho  repotriotion  ship,  the  Gripsholm, 

\ 

with  tho  repatriated  Ainericans,  ray  husbona  and  I,  and  later  I  alone,  owoc' 

every  bit  of  consideration  and  help  which  wo  received  to  certain  japanoso 

officials,  to  whom  i  feel  tho  deepest  gratj.'ido.  Ttio  kindness  they  showed 

us  moont  that  uy  husbond's  last  days  wore  ot  least  poocoful,  and  that  I 

am  alivo  today.  i  was  not  proporod,  after  ny  husbond's  death,  to  face 

ooncentrutlon  camp  llfo,  and  told  tho  Japanese  in  cliarge  of  Forolgn 

Affairs  so.  I  was  lucky  that  he  realised  I  meant  what  I  said.  The 

kindness  my  husband 'and  1  received  was  also  shown  to  various  other 

people  and  I  fool  that  tho  Japanese  concornod  should  recoivo  credit 

-  1  - 
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Iho  first  176  coQo  in  contaot  nith  Is  or  rather  t/qs  Consul  in  Hongkong 


Q  Mr*  Ximuro.  Colonel  Yono  v/os  in  Tokj'o  rod  Mr.  Kimuro  v/as  in  charge  dur> 
ing  tho  first  three  nonths  oftnr  tho  Japauoso  occupation  of  Hongkong*  of  the 
Consulate  Qoncrcl' although  officlal?.y  he  had  no  authority  os  tho  Anny  wore 
entirely  in  control  and  treatod  hiu  with  the  cost  open  discourtesy*  Ho  T/as 
transferred  to  mking  in  March. 


When  it  became  apparent  that  severe  niuasuros  wore  being  taken  to  oontrol 
the  foreigners  in  Hongkong,  and  tbot  posses  \foro  roQuirod  for  any  one  moving 


about  I  wrote  a  letter  fo:  my  husband*  to  the  .Tupanoso  Consul  Goneral*  osking 
tw  a  pass*  and  for  his  assistuneo  it;  obtaining  diplomatic' protection  for 


tfe  wore  then  at  the  Queen  liory  Hospital 


Mr*  Kintura  sent  a  vioo-oonsul  out  noxt  day,  gavo  mo  his  own  card,  and 


oskod  that  I  call  on  him  tho  following  day  at  his  office  in  Hon^ong 


iftor  a  long  and  voxy  irato  conversation  with  t;/o  japanoso  officers  Ur* 
Ximuro  tms  oole  to  got  for  mo  a  military  pass,  on  his  oitd  personal  guarant>.o 


and  ny  promise  to  report  to  him  ovezy  to:i  days.  I  bod  a  number  of  interviow 
with  him*  often  chatting  for  nearly  aa  hour.  Wo  discussed  the  './or  prctty  '  *' 


thoroughly  and  i  was  of  tho  imirossion  that  ho  was  horrified  at  what  had 


happonod*  olthough  ho  vias  far  too  astute  to  so^-  much.  I  do  know,  frem  eye 


v/itnossos*  that  when  tho  famous  march  down  tho  peak  took  plocc,  all  tl^o 


rosidonts  walking  dovm  with  what  luggage  they  could  carry  in  thoir  hands 


young*  old,  sick  or  tToll,  Mr.  ximora  rounded  up  every  motor  car  ho  could  got 


hold  of  w.ad  sent  thorn  up  the  poak  to  bring  pooplo  down*  Ho  did  so  much  to 


alleviate  the  a\7ful  conditions  that  Hongkong  ivsideats  found  thoiosolvos  in 
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that  tho  Artqy  authoritios  had  him  on  tho  mat  and  tiiroatooeo  him  v/lth 


sovero  punishment  if  ho  aid  not  coaso  his  efforts*  and  forbade  him  seeing 


Dr  Soltvyn-Clark*  and  various  other  British  still  at  large 


ifliion  ho  \fas  about  to  bo  transferred  i  had  an  intorvlou  with  him 


and  he  told  me  that  Mr.  Takio  odo  \7as  coming,  as  Chief  of  tho  Bureau 


of  Foreign  iU'fairs,  t..at;  ho  would  have  oil  tho  authority  and  po\/or 


and  freedom  that  ho  lacked,  and  that  ho  would  look  of  tor  loy  husband 


and  ag  and  bo  in  appo^sition  to  do  much  uoro  for  us.  Mr.  Kimura  ves  a 
Quiot  very  pleasant  mannorod  man,  most  unoggrossive,  and  folt  vory  must 


the  position  no  was  put  in  by  the  Anjy,  and  his  own  inability  to  help  us 


Ktr.  oda,  Takio  Oda,  \raa  u  much  more  aggrossivo  porsonality.  Ho 


was  a  most  agrcoablo,  good  looking  man,  about  35  years  of  ego,  and  was 


said  to  have  studied  at  gpliurst  Collogo,  while  stationed  at  tho  Joponoso 


Bubasyy  in  Washington.  To  iasuTv^  his  own  aut  ority  as  Chief  of  tho 


Bureau  of  Foreign  Affairs  in  Hongkoiig,  ho  had  had  himsolf  made  a  Oolonol 


in  tho  Army,  clthougli  his  suavo  good  looks  make  am  omusing  contrast  to 


tho  truculent  apoishnoss  of  a  good  many  of  tlio  japanoso  Army  officers 


Ho  was  also  o  member  of  tho  Black  Dragon  Society.  Ho  took  over  complete 


charge  of  affairs  on  his  arrival,  and  iaacdiatoly  instituted  the  sending 


of  parcels  to  Stanley  Jail 


iore  about  3,500  prisoimrs  wore  intornod 


Conditions  there,  duo  to  underfeeding  ond  ovororowding  wro  vory  bad  and 


tho  parcels  wont  a  long  way  to  alleviate  conditions  for  tho  lucl<y  fow  irhc 


vioro  rooipionts.  l  understand  about  50O  parcels  a  wook  woro  tho  avorogo 


Thoso  who  had  no  frionds  in  Hongkong  were  unlucky.  Hod  Cross  porools  worf 


undolivorcd,  and  sixtoial  grants  of  monuy  wore  sc  whittled  down  and  prices 
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were  so  fantcstlo  tiiQt  they  got  very  llttlo 


lio  French  Ko^Pi+i^l  'V  two  prisooors  from 


Visits  ovory  waelc  t'' 


Stonloyt  for  moiica?.  tr*oat.inant  v'oro  also  instit'itod  hy  Mr.  o^a*  on  tho 
oppoQl  of  Dr  Po).\7yn-c:'x!i’l'.  'i'hjs  ko?t  '  lini:  going  betv/oon  Stanley  and 


tho  outer  world. 

Ibo  kindnosaos  3hrr./n  by  i,ir.  '^la  to  my  husband  and  no  wore  innuaorabl-i 
HO  oui^  out  to  800. ny  husband  personally.  HO  lent  us  uonoy  out  of  his 
ot/n  pocket,  and  later  u  considerable  sun  from  Japanese  Sovornnont 
funds.  HO  saw  to  it  that  I  had  a  pass  soalod  by  t.iO  highest 
oauhoritios.  I  had -it  translated  hy  o  Ohinoso  friend  who  told  mo,  *V3ll, 


you  certainly  are  under  very  high  protocti.  ;i.  •  it  noont  i  had  courteous 


treat' froo  all  sent.. lee,  vho  gr^ardod  al'.  tho  I'oads  ovezywhoro  in 


'0  speared  no  effort  to  protect  us  in  ovory  '.Toy,  and  on  ny 


Hongkong 


husband* 8  dooth  seat  a  roprosontativo  to  the  funerol,  with  a  huge  \/roath 


from  the  nonbors  of  tho  Fo^oign  Jiff  airs  Bureau,  and  cono  personally  to 


call  tho  following  day  to  express  ..is  sycpat.y.  He  never  lost  on 


opportunity  to  shov;  nn  a  kindnoaa,  although  he  was  oxtronoly  bad  tempered 
at  tines,  porticulariy  at  t.<o  tii.M>  when  tho  n(?Littlo  boobing  of  japan 


took  placu  end  his  own  faaiiy  were  ondai  ^rod.  He  did  far  more  than 


could  have  beea>OApected,  with  so  nach  undorstaiiding,  it  is  hard  .to 


boliovo  it  all,  looking  back  now.  Ho  sold  to  mo  one  day 


worry  when  l  am  looking  after  you.”  i  couldn't  ask  for  more  than  that 


I  suppose.  And  i  -.laa  foitu.aato  to  got  owoy  on  tho  Grlpsholm,  again 


with  his  help,  before  he  \/as  tronsferrou  froo  Hongkong, 


PURL:  http://www.legal-toois.org/doc/d0a894/ 


Ho  hat'od  tho  work,  cftor  tv/o  raont.^s  thoro 


inability  to  roliovo  tho  suffering  thoro.  Ho  told  p^thor  Joy,  tho  hoad 


of  tlto  Josuit  Brooroaturo •  who  \ma  a  groat  friend  of  ours  and  told'oo 


FQtho]f;Joy  vrould  be  an  invaluablo  witooss  for  thu  dofonco  far  all 


'good  Japaaoso*  in  Hongl:ong.  Ho  got  about  ovoxywhoro  ond  knotrs  thorn  all 


I  uodoratand  that  Ur.  Oda  oaa  keenly  intoivstod  in  getting  tlio 


Hod  C^osa  ostablisliod  ia  Hon^'-ongt  But  Ur<  Zindol,  tho  roprosentativo 


a  Siiiee-caao  to  Hongkong  after  I  loft  on  tho  Orlp^hoLa,  or  x'athor  on 


tho  AoQiaa  Uoru,  vrtiich  lator  trunaforrod  u.o  to  tho  ^rlpahoin,  so  1  can 


not  soy  anything  about  hlP  octivitioa  thoro.  I  do  kna/  though  that 


when  I  v.Tis  leaving  Hongkong,  end  ^«^nt  to  say  good  bye  to  Mr.  Cda,  I 
osked  hira  if  ho  liad  any  nosaago  to  give  Lord  Halifax,  or  Sir  Alexander 


Cadogan,  both  of  i/hoa  I  hoped  to  aoo  and  ho  ro plied,  ""/os,  toll  them  to 


got  tho  British  out  of  HOiigkong,  got  thtsu  out  os  quickly  as  thoy  oan 


to  India,  aiv'^horo  out  of  horo.»  A.id  I  replied,  'you  will  help,  you 


havo  done  so  much  already."  '  "i  ni3.1  do  ovorything  I  can,*  ho  replied 


I  do  not  bcliovo  anyone  could  hevo  done  more  than  ho  did,  in  tho  faoo 


of  tho  attitudu  of  tho  Amy  authorities,  and  tho  British  owe  a  groat 


dobt  of  gratutudo  to  him  for  unat  ho  did 


Ur.  FUgita  was  ono  of  tho  Vicrcconsulb  in  tho  Consulato  Qonoral  and 


was  ono  of  tho  first  Japanese-  i  nmt  aftor  tho  occupation,  I  can  aoo 


him  now,  in  tho  Hongkong  &  Shanghai  Bonk,  dealing  out  passes  to  3rd 


NUtioiuils,  handling  thorn  all,  and  in  particular  tho  Nomogian  Coucul 


T/bo  made  o  sesno  bocouso  apporontly  he  was  not  to  have  a  pass,  with 


PURL:  http://www.legal-tools.  clg/doc/d0a894/ 


8uoh  eoxirtoay  and  tact  it  was  hared  to  believe  be  was  one  of  the  hated 

Jhpaneee*  I  met  hia  several  tlmost  knew  him  slightly  over  a  period  of 

several  months  until  ho  was  wlieved  of  his  post  and  ^ent  away  to  Japan* 

He  was  always  most  kind;  and  finally  left  because  he  couldn't  si* 

stand  the  friction  with  the  Gendamerie  and  h&s  own  inability  to  help 

Pi>eople  who  so  often  desperately  needed  help*  That  is  the  story  I  was 

told,  he  couldn  »t  ste.d  seeing  so  uiwh  suffering,  and  being  unable  to 

help,  Jbther  Jcy  can  tell  you  all  about  hln,  ho  did  everything  possible 

to  help  ny  husband  and  oe,  even  giving  mo  e-^gs  one  day,  which  be  had 

% 

received  as  a  present  free  the  jiow  Territory,  for  qy  husband* 

Colonel  yano  was  Consul  General  in  Hongkeng,  and  was  a\jay  in  TolQro 
most  of  the  tii»*  Ho  gave  me  his  own  personal  calling  card,  to  use  in 
case  of  necessity  with  the  nessago  that  if  I  found  iiyself  in  any  .... 
difficulties  at  any  tine,  sentries  wer)  often  making  things  defficult 
for  people,  I  was  to  telephone  bin  at  once*  Ho  personally  took  iiae* 
Tiertoff ,  the  mother  of  Mrs  D*CjX)avis,  whoso  husband  was  in  the  Hongkong 
&Shanghai  Bank,  up  to  their’houso  on  the  Beak,  in  an  effort  to  get  aoEO 
clothes  and  personal  belongings  from  their  house*  They  at  the  Sunlftia 
Hotel  with  the  other  bankers.  Colonel  Yano  helped  tor  load  up  a  big  load 
of  thingsin  his  own  motor  car  and  brought  her  down  the  Ibak  again* 

Saac‘.cw  I  cannot  inngl'ia  a  Consul  General  of  any  other  nationality  doing 
such  a  thing,  Qpeer  people,  the  Japanese* 

I  net  Hr*  ifcAPono  the  day  I  got  cy  militozy  pass  from  Mr*  Kinura,  at 
lunch  at  a  very  bad  roatauri-.at  on  the  Queen's  Road,  whore  I  had  gone  to 
get  aonething  to  eat  othor  than  hospital  fare,  which  v/as  bad,  to  put  it 
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ulldly*  The  food  at  the  restaurant  was  bad  too«  and  I  looked  up  from  the 


table  I  ims  sitting  at*  to  soo  a  pleasant  faced  toiddlo  aged  Japanese 


sit  down  opposite  mo 


He  so  politely  Inquired  if  I  minded  that  wlien  he 


ordered  Beef  Steak  I  remarked  that  it  was  really  shoeleather  and  found 


myself  in  a  eomrersation  with  him*  He  was  curious  to  knoTf  who  l  was  and 


how  I  happened  to  be  out  of  Stanley  Jail*  Ho  knew  of  my  husband*  and 


wo  found  so  many  congenial  topics  to  talk  about  that  an  hour  and  a 


half  passod  before  the  ■lunch  ■  vms  ovor, 


although  I  assured  him  that  i  was  still  soivout.  Ho  replied  that  I 


had  better  keep  iti  I  would  r.jod  it*  Hy  ii.^pres3iou  was  that  although 


he  \jas  advisor  to  the  japanoso  Aroy  in  Hongkong*  ho  did  nt-t  apr^ovo  of 


the  rrar.  Ho  had  boon  agent  for  the  Mitsui  Bussan  l^lshot  Ho  inquired  if 


ho  could  do  anything  for  us,  end  said  to  call  on  him  if  ho  could*  I 

later  found  that  ho  had  apokon  to  Mr.  Oda  about  us  in  an  effor 
<is*  A  very  kindly  pacific  nan,  I  thoijght,  ^  .  t6  'help 

The  repatriation  ship,  tho  Asoma  L>ru  loft  Hongkong  on  the  29th 


of  juno,  if  I  roQombor  rightly*  Things  wont  vory  smoothly  froti  tho 


a  Japanese  crow  including  cabin  stov/ards  and  stov/ardossesi  AccocBodatlons 


wore  oxtouely  crowded,  the  ship  was  simply  packed  and  to  avoid  complloatior 


tho  Japanese  had  requested  t!io  iuorioon  Bnbascy  officials  to  undertake 


the  billeting  of  the  possongorst  !lhis  liad  been  done  most  efficiently 


and  averyotw  wont  to  his  appolrtod  borth  at  onoo  without  delay*  All 


one  had  \7as  a  berth  and  in  our  cabin  four  pooplo  were  pecked  in  a  cabin 


intoodod  only  for  tliroe.  Wo  moiiagod  well  enough  hotTovor  and  thoro  was 


Q  very  good  atmosphere  in  that  tiny  room* 
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V 


and  tho  Japoneso  v/oro  ivoll  av/aro  of  it.  They  did  not  daro  say  auoh,  pooplo 
spoko  quietly  when  they  apoko  at  all,  because  they  could  not  be  sum  that 
they  might  bo  detained  on  tho  ^isona  Maru,  and  ro turned  to  Japan  as  prisoners 

That  fear  did  not  lift  until  Lorenzo' 'Uarquos  was  reached  end  \to  ueio  off  th< 
^aama  ipru. 


particular  mention  should  bo  made,  and  credit  givon  to  tho  very 
ohnxmlng  Chief  Dock  Stowert  who  was  the  one  end  only  Japanese  on  board 
who  did  not  avoid  tho  passengers.  Ho  did  every thing  possible  to  make 
tho  journey  ocnfortcble  and  pleasant  end  saw  to  it  that  tho  dock  ganos 
wore  ah/ays  available  and  the  docks  os  cciuf  ortublo  as  possible  under  tho 
crov/dec.  conditions,  to  ^nd.  his  efforts  wore  mado  with  so  ::iuch  tact 
and  kindliness  that  i  spoko  to  hiiu  a  day  or  tvro  boforc  reaching  Loa-onzo 
Marquos,  saying  that  i  for  one  wished  him  to  know  that  it  hod  been  nrticed 
and  appreciated,  ho  did  not  have  much  to  ocy,  but  told  me  that  ho  had 
boon  Chief  Dock  Stewart  on  one  of  tho  big  Japanoso  liners  on  tho  U.S, 
Japan  run  for  many  years.  Osoav  of  tho  Waldorf  in  Now  York  couldn't  have 
been  noro  chaining  or  efficient. 


Tho  month's  journey  on  tho  GripohoLu  was  an  oatiroly  different  affair, 
^ivod  on  board,  1,500  passongers,  and  r/oro  askod  to  sit  around  on  the 
decks  till  cabins  woro  cleaned  and  ready.  That  scomod  reasonable  enough 
and  an  oxcollont  lunch,  buffet,  was  served  ;.'hio}i  choorod  peop<lo  up  eon* 
sidorably  as  tho  long  tables  literally  groanod  under  tho  loads  of  food  such 
os  wo  had  not  soon  for  months  during  our  captivity. 

Sto  v/oro  told  tliat  tho  billeting  officers  wore  working  on  alloting  tho 
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cabins  and  ovoiyting  would  bo  ready  by  late  oftornoon.  ijrrangoinont 
for  food,  diningrona  arrangononts  and  tho  food  itnolf  wore  at  all  tlinos 


oxcollent,  I'ho  alloting  of  aaViins  hr-wover  \7aa  c  fiosco,  froti  tho  start 


to  tho  finish.  Ittwas  paid  Ittor  that  tv/o  billotlng  officers  had  boon 


froa  ffashi.ntjton  to  i^aloj  crroLgeuK^nta,  and  that  they  rrero  too 


drunk  to  do  •.  !io  work.  'T''.other  this  was  true'  or  not  J  aa  not  in  a  position 


to  any,  I  do  know  howo'  rr  that  I  sot  around  that  ship  the  evening  of  tho 


first  day  with  friends  and  then  Queued  up 


11  four  in  the  uorning,  and 


finolly  was  given  oabin  l.jk.  to  find  it  occupied  by  isr.  Southard  and  two 


South  yjoerioan  Osneul  Gonsrols.  ius  I  am  r'  hor  inclined  to  forage  for 


qysolf  I  took  rjy  .suall  suitoaso,  all  we  were  allowed  to  have  with  us 


and  conpod  out  in  the  first  unoccupied  cabin  i  could  find,  people  slept 


on  tho  floors,  in  tho  saloons,  ai\/whoro  they  llla)d 


The  nort  day  was  a  ropotition  of  tho  firat,  quouos  of . pooplo 


and  still  no  cabin.  I  descendol  tho  dc  ks  ond  picked  out  a  sonll  two 


birth  cabin  and  settled  down  thbro  for  t\7o  days,  it  was  3rd  class 


accoLsnodation,  but  batter  than  nothing,  and  all  gcod  cabins  v/oro  oocupiod 


by  Babessy,  Consular  and  other  officials  and/ tho ir  wives,  and  by  the 


South  Ijoericaa  diplooats.  ikitar  five  days  I  was  infaroed  that  I  could  not 


have  tho  auall  cabin,  cr  oven  a  berth  .hero  and  could  go  to  Cock  in  on 


iosido  cabin,  wboro  i  could  have  o  top  borth  in  an  eight  berth  cabin  with 


hu3b>aad  vms  Consul  Gonoral 


seionorioa.  i  objected  to  this  ns 


in  tho  British  Octisular  Sci.ico,  and  I  wns  travelling  at  tho  ozponso  of 


Mr.  B.'cnrt  ijmji'ight,  a  Societary  fraa  tho  Babas 


tho  British  Gevornsaont 


in  Chungking  \7os  on  board,  had  a  laost  ocufortablo  cabin  on  i.  dock,  and  ca  c 
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to  tho  rescue,  his  cabin  for  two  davs  \7hil0  I  got  tho  oattor  ; 

settled  with  an  extreuoly  autocratic  person  who  soouod  to  bo  doing  billotiii{ 
Just  as  well  too,  as  z  had  tloveloped  arsovoro  cold  end  inf laajation  in 
one  oar  which  tho  doctor  said  threatont i  trouble,  os  a  result  of  stroin. 
The  doctor  filled  ue  full  of  sulfanilir.ide,  which  uado  lao  ovon  uoro  ill, 
but  evontually  cured  tho  our,  and  I  finally  vms  given  a  berth  in  an 
inside  cabin  on  B  Deck,  with  o  school  girl  fron  Tsiogtao  and  two 
taissionaries.  As  billeting  sooued  to  bo  dono  oy  seniority,  or  so  they 
said  it  was  done,  and  my  husband  had  boon  a  very  senior  official,  I  did 
fool  that  1  rated  a  bit  higher  than  that,  I  certainly  had  with  the 
japooose,  but'. I  had  been  so  often  brushed  off  by  tho  iftericans  doing 
the  billeting,  with  a  tough  ag^^ssivoness  t’.at  I  had  aluost  forgotten 
existed,  boing  the  wife  of  .yeenior  official  in  China  had  perhaps 
acoustcood  ijo  to  more  consideration,  i.ior  00  Ttosy,  and  perhaps  spoiled 
mo  Q  bit,  I  decided  to  moke  the  best  of  an  extronoly  unconf  or  table 

situation.  Although  i  must  confess,  there  wore  timos  when  I  really 

wished  I  '.rero  back  iu  Hongkong,  with  Mr.  Oda  to  liok  after  ue. 

We  TJore  on  our  way  hocB,  wo  wore  leaving  all  tLo  agony  of  those 

4 

months  in  Hongkong  behind  us,  that  was  oemthing  to  rejoice  over  and  I 
have  since  tried  to  forget  tlist  last  month  on  the  GripshoLn  A  thing 
has  hurt  you  once,  and  it  hurts  you  ogain,  every  tiioe  you  think  of  it. 

So  I  try  to  forget  it.  As  I  &ook  back  it  was  the  uental  atmosphere  as 
much  as  tho  physical  discomforts  tliat  made  tho  trip  on  the  Gripsholm 
so  bad.  P3oplo  hod  a  pretty  hod  time,  they,  were  unhappy,  they  had 
woxTios  ond  anxieties  but  j  still  oonnot  see  wtuxt  oxouso  scoo  flf  them 
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had  for  boiiaving  as  t-boy  did.  Ur.  Southard's  ■stoblo  ccupanlons 


lol’t  hira  at  P.io  do  Ji-ceiro,  ho  had  a  do  V  :  cabin  to  hlnself  aftor 


that«  with  a  private  bath,  and  ho  Iropt  it  to  hinsolf,  olthou^  tho 


ship  was  pacltod,  and  ainco  ho  did  not  lik"  salt  wator  baths,  and  fresh 


water  was  not  availab?.o.  no  fillod  up  tho  lathtub  with  his  luggavo,  and 


b'oastod  of  it.  That  was  iho  crowing  insult.  In  swoaltoring  vroather, 


July,  cGuing  up  through  the  West  indies.  It  tiakos  no  laus’n  now  but  it 


did  not  seen  so  funny  then 


Cabins  Vacated  by  South  ^faoricati  diplomats  at  Rio  worp  icnodiate^ 


filled  up  by  tho  clerical  staff,  ladies,  who  had  nado  alliances  for 


tho  voyage  v/ith  vni'ious  people  in  key  ponitiuns.  The  -.Thole  ship 


buoan 


loughod  over  that 


nature  in  the  raw  just  as  tho  experience  at  'the^idlRF'faBiiy TiSSjJdfl'eH*"’ ", 


tho  latter  so  roxt  that 


was  hunnn  nature  in  tho  raw 


I  would  liavo  counit  ted  suicide,  rather  t.  an  go  thoro 


I  Dover  was  as 


of  Now  as  wo  sailed  in  that  harbor,  it  oeo:.]od  hardly  possible 


that  I  really  was  there,  ffitat  holpud'  to  tako  tho  tasto  of  tho  Journey 


out  of  ty  mouth  was  perrap..  tho  vory  coutvoous  troatnont  I  had  fraa 


tho  F.B.I.  who  had  a  long  intorviow  with  no  and  askod  a  groat  nany 


guostloQ 


This  is  a  ve  brief  outline  of  uy  oxporiencos.  Tho  five 


Japanose  I  contac'ced  in  Kongkeng  ste  d  out  raost  clearly*  Ls  I  look 


back  on  it  all,  the  utter  alone  ness,  tho  fooling  of  boing  utterly 


abandoned,  tho  help  thoy  gave  i.6,  practical  efficioat  help,  to  tho 
utuost  of  thoir  ability,  given  with  so  i,»xoh 'sympathy  and  kiodnoss, 
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oakos  U9  fool  that  .all  japanoso  are  not  war  crloinals.  Uony  arot  nany 
have  cauaod  unspcaJcablo  puffering  to  oiac  peoplo  an^l  roust  bo  punishod. 


But  aiiiong  all  tha  hor:  orn  t):oog  inon  stand  out.  Thoy  holpbd,  thoy  kept 


q/  rjoralo  up  et  a  tijoo  when  it  Tfoull  bavo  boon  nrach  easier  to  hovo 


aulotly  closed  tho  book  ar4  raid,  *l*vr  had  ono'.igh,  I'n  having  no  noro* 


and  slipped  av/ay  to  a  plousantor  world.  i  an  grotoful  for  what  thoy 


also  for  what  ao  Japanese  did  on  ^'lo  Lsoua  Ijaru  to  ease  the 


Journey  as  far  as  they  coul^,  thoy  r/oro  o^fieiont  about  it  too,  and  if 


at  any  ttoe  a  good  v/ooxi  froa  us  can  bo  of  an;'  uso  to  then  I  snail  be  only 


too  glad  of" tho  opportunity  to  say  it 


(3igQod)  M''-ry  Ervin  Martin _ 

in's  illj.Mortin 

tfj/low  of  yjrthur  John  Mortir 

OilE.  ^itish  Consular  ... 

•  Sorvioe  China. 
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